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issue our SMUG Book Pocket Encyclopedia, adding information on
UNIX, Windows, PA-RISC, POSI X, and networking. Not only did we
update SMUG Book, we took advantage of the latest technology and at
the same time made it available to a wider audience--we released it first
on the World Wide Web.

I’m Bob Green, and in this paper | will discuss how | prepared the
SMUG Book for its release on the Web. Y ou can take alook at the
SMUG Book at the following Web location:

http://ww. robel | e. com’ smugbook

Qedit and Prose are trademarks of Robelle Solutions Technology Inc. All other
trademarks are the property of their respective holders, which are not associated with
Robelle, Qedit, or Prose.

A~
I'DI_')EHE fok Copyright 1996, Robelle Solutions Technology Inc.

1
For over ten years Robelle has been hosting the Seldom Met Users For Techies
Group, which congregates at the Robelle booth at HP user group VW
conferences. The SMUG Book is the unofficial record of these events, .
full of history, tips, and trivia surrounding HP computers. Wrld Wde Vb

_ URL
In 1994, Neil Armstrong of Robelle suggested that we update and re-
Uni ver sal

Resour ce Locat or

The URL isaunique
address for aWeb page.

For example:
http://ww. interex.
org

References

YasoO!

Best search engine for
help on new topics
because the editors
actualy review the
pagesthey link to. If
they can't find it, they
can pass the search to
other engines.
http://ww. yahoo.com
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Over a Hundred Web Pages for HP Users

the Prose text formatter to raw HTML format using Robelle’ s Qedit,
then fine-tuned and linked into pages using HTML Writer by Kris
Nosack and checked for errors with Weblint. The graphics were
manipulated mainly with Graphic Work Shop, with pixels edited by
IconWorks and M S Paintbrush. The WinHelp file was generated using
HTMHelp. I'll talk more about these tools | ater.

The result of using al these tools was a quick reference “book” that can
be accessed in a number of ways. as a pocket encyclopedia as shown
above, as atraditional book with atable of chapters as shown below, or
at random by following the many links among and beyond the pages.

Table of Contents 2]

* Preface; Why Is This Called the ST Boold?
* Chapter 1. PA-ETSC Architecture firomn Hewlett-Fackard

* Chapter 3.
* Chapter 4.
* Chapter 5.
* Chapter &
* Chapter 7.
* Chapter 8.

* Chapter 2. MPE Tips, Techmaues, and Traps

Coping with TTRT

Microzsoft Windows Tips

Clearing Up Character Sets

From Senal Cabling to Internet Surfine
software Duality and Productoaty
Mizcellaneous Tips for HP TTzers

* Tndex On-line Encyelopedia for HP Users |

http:/ {datfy. robelle.com/smughook/ir | o

vy Netscape - [Index of the SMUG Book] !Em
File Edit “iew Go Bookmarks Options Directory Window Help
S| e & | ¥ | 2 | ®
Back Eomwerd Home Reload [T es: Qpen Print Fird Stop:
Location: Ihttp:,i,-"daf‘fy.robelle com/ smugbook/index. html j
- -
On-line Encyclopedia for HP Users
The SMUG Book contams tips and reference matenal for users of the HP 2000 and HP-T2[
extended for Windows and the Tnternet. There are three ways to view the SMUG boole wia this
Index, through a chapter-onented table of contents, or as a dowrloadable 370 KB Windows Help
file. Enjoy.----- Bob Green, Editor.
ABCDEFGHIJEIMNGCOPOQRESTUOVWITZ
® = {equals) versus = (assishment)
* *in UNLX versusz i@ in MPE = 2
sl |Document Done =7
The World Wide Web version of our SMUG Book was converted from For Techies

HTML

Hyper Text Mar kup
Language

Hard-coded pages:

The default page name
in any web directory
such as/ smugbook is
wel cone. htm . If
that is not found, the
browser looksfor

i ndex. htn .

References

O’REILLY

O'Relilly publishesthe
best books on UNIX and
the Internet topics.
Severa arereferencedin
in this paper.

http://ww. ora. com
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What's Inside

Design a Web document that is readable and Web friendly
Get help from the Web on creating Web pages

Learn HTML as you create your first Web page

Check your Web pages for HTML errors

Make your Web pages work on everyone’s browser
Optimize your pages for quick download over modems
Convert Web pages into a single WinHelp file

E31R3 (S [RIES

3
At Robelle, we have found that O’ Reilly publishes excellent books on For Techies
Internet and UNIX topics. For this reason, their books are mentioned in HTTP
this paper whenever atopic warrantsit. We even have an O’ Reilly
page: Hyper Text
T f
http: // waw robel | e. coml o-reilly. htn Br ot ocal
Other useful resources are listed under the “References’ section on the
bottom right-hand corner of these workbook pages.
There are many things to consider in Web publishing, things such page
design, making pages compatible with all browsers, and optimizing
document size for good performance with slow modems. “Publish a
Book on the Web” aimsto be a practical primer on how to put your
work on the Web, based on my trials and tribul ations while | prepared References
the SMUG Book for Web release.

o ] Cometo usfor HP 3000
| assume you know a few basic things about the World Wide Web and HP-UX information,
(WWW). For an excellent introduction to the Web, to browsers and to including tutorials and
servers, go to David Greer’s paper “ Client/Server, the Internet and WinHelp filesyou can
WWW”: download:

http://ww.robel | e. com ww\ paper/ overvi ew. ht m http://ww.robelle. com
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Components of a Web Page

Netscape - [Tips for HP Users]

/ File Edit View Go Bookmarks Options Directory Window Help
. oy f =

] S| e e el =l L L

B URL «— Cosstor a0 B~y
m In-line Graphic <+— :I
m Heading <H1 R@b I!le

[

Links
<\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\ \\\k
he "SMUG" Book

TWelcome to elle's tips for users of the HP 3000 and HP-U3, extended for Windews and the
Internet. You have three ways to view the 3MUG bools through this Table of Contents, as an
on-line alphabetical encyclepedia, or as a downloadable 420 KB Windows Help file.
Enjoy.------ Bob Green, Editor

=3 |[Document Done I =7
4
Y ou experience Web pages through a browser such as Netscape or For Techies
Mosaic. | don’'t think | have to explain how this works: <title> and <h1>
are HTML tags. Tags

define how a page should
appear logically, but not
physically. The browser

. . . determines what physical
Different browsers may display the same pagein different ways. There fonts and colors are used

is even a non-graphical browser called Lynx for those users with only a based onwhat is
terminal interface to the Web: available on the client.

You click, therefore you exist!

Tips for HP Users (p1 of 2)
[Robel 1e]
THE "SHUG" BOOK
Melcowe to Robelle's tips for users of the HP 3000 and HP-UX, extended References
for Hindous and the Internet. You have three ways to view the SHUG

book: through this Table of Contents, as an on-line alphabetical
encyclopedia, or as a dounloadable 420 KB Hindous Help file.

Enjoy.---——- Bob Green, Editor O’REILLY

Table of Contents

* Preface: Hhy Is This Called the SHUG Book? HTML: The Definitive
% Chapter 1. PA-RISC Architecture from Heulett-Packard H ;
% Chapter 2. HPE Tips, Techniques, and Traps GUIdQ. April 1996.
* Chapter 3, Coping with UNIX O'Relilly. “How to create
% Chapter 4. Hicrosoft Hindous Tips : : :
% Chapter 5. Clearing Up Character Sets beattiful, informative Web
* Chapter 6. From Serial Cabling to Internet Surfing documentsyou‘ll be proud
—-- press space for next page —— disolay.”
Arrou keys: Up and Doun to nove. Right to follow a link; Left to go back. to display.

Hlelp 0)ptions P)rint 6)o H)ain screen O)uit f=search [deletel=history list
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HyperText Marku

p Language

m Embedded formatting tags
m Like TDP, troff, Prose
s <b>SMUG</b> Book

HTML Writer - [CADATAAMPEZ UNIX.HTM]
=| File Edit Search HIML Options Window Help

[=] B 7[UJr=] [HiH2[H3[Ha]wsns] =2

<html><head><title>MPE to UNIX Command Xref<flitle></head><body>
<a href="welcome html"><img alt="[SmugBook]" src="smug_gif"><fa>

m HTML Editors:

= HTML Writer >

= HotMetal - WYSIWYG
= HotDog - all tags

UNIX has many command interpreters |
called <a href="shell html"> shells <ja>,

becomes <a href="index_htm!"><img alt="[Index]" src="index gif"></a>
<a href="shell.html"><img alt="[Prev]" src="up.gif"><fa>
= SMUG Book <a href="manpages.html"><imq alt="[Next]" src="down gif*><fa>

<h3>Command Cross Reference from MPE to UNIX</h3>

<a href="mpe html">MPE<fa> has one command interpreter,
<code>Ci Pub Sys</code>. and a single set of commands.

of which <b>sh. csh</b> and <b>ksh</b> are the most common. =

= Netscape Gold 2.0 *

-

[ I [ms | 205.43PM

There are as many waysto edit HTML files asthere are Web authors.
At arecent meeting of 42 programmers, some were using HTML
Assistant for Microsoft Word, some were using Qedit or vi to edit the
HTML directly, and one was using HotMetal (afancy WY SIWY G
editor).

| use HTML Writer becauseit restricts meto HTML 2.0 (but still
allows meto Underline). When | let HTML Writer insert the tags, | can
be confident that my page will work on all browsers. | keep a copy of
Netscape running (as well as one of Mosaic if | am experimenting with
anew HTML tag), and switch back and forth between editor and
browser every 10 minutes. | edit the page with HTML Writer, then do
Save File, Alt-Tab to get to Netscape, and Alt-View-Reload to see the
result. Although there does not seem to be any devel opment happening
for HTML Writer, it has only a couple of minor bugs, and the Help file
isexcellent. You can get it off the Net for free at

http://lal.cs.byu. edu/ peopl e/ nosack/i ndex. ht m

Also recommended by many people:
HTML Assistant for Word
Hot Dog Professional from Sausage Software
http://ww. sausage. com ($100 to register)

For Techies

HTML tagscomein
pairs. <h3> above starts
aleve-3 heading which
ends at </ h3>. A closing
tag is usualy the same as
the opening, but with a
dash“/" inserted. A few
tags are unpaired: <p>
paragraph, <br > line
break, <hr > horizonta
line.

References

YaHoO!
Search for:
htm editors




Publish a Book on the Web

Make Your Own Buttons
Don’'t Count on the Browser “Back” Button

[} People don’t always analiun:Ihttp:r'.n’daff_l,l.robelle.coma"smugbooka’mpeEuniR.html
arrive at a page the way
o
you expect SERIE
m Show the context in first
sentence. with links Command Cross Reference from MPE to UNIX
m Use navigating buttons MPE has one command interpreter, Ci. Pub.Sys, and a single set of ¢
. TE command interpreters, called shells | of which sh, esh and ksh are the
u Be COﬂSlStent: if it looks many UMK commands are implemented as separate programs, so the
like a button, it should be

a button.

Users may not arrive at a page by the path you expect them to use.

. . . . For Techies
They may jump in from a search engine with no context and, asa .
result, their browser “Back” button will take them back to the search L ocation:
engine. Users also pass favorite sites around by e-mailing URL s (site file://c|/

addresses) and creating links. So, remember to always put keywordsin

the title, heading and first sentence, and link keywords to explanatory ThisisaURL toafile

on the C drive of your

pages. Y ou should also add navigating buttons on every page. Another PC. “I" is used ingtead
version of thisideais described in the article “Web Design” in the of “" and the UNIX-
March 1996 issue of BYTE Magazine: style“/” isused to
separate directories
“We map The Byte Site with a standard header made of arow of instead of the DOS-style

buttons that link to the site’s main areas. Bglow that we include the \".
page’ stitle, preceded by an icon that matches one of the buttons. The
row of buonsis a standarg/evice that sayp ‘Y ou can go to these

places.” Th§ matching tit}€ adds an important fact that many sites omit.

It says ‘You¥re here.’; References
LoCation;|http:.-".-"www. te. Aart/9603 2ec1 0 art] bt j N
51 YJ | jfARTIOES | BENCHMARKS) (INFORMATION] [RESOURCES j Search for:

htm bad style
Web Design

Lessons learned from The BYTE Site's first major
redesign
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How Many Browsers Do You Support?

m Tricks which mix up HTML tags in non-standard ways may work on
some browsers, but will probably get you in trouble eventually

m Most browsers now handle forms
m Newer graphical browsers handle tables

m <u> for Underline and <blink> are not standard HTML. Some

browsers will die when they see them. Avoid them.

m Frames and JAVA™ applets are okay--ignored by older browsers

K 5@ &

Any fancy effects that you use, especially if non-standard or brand
new, should degrade gracefully. For example, if you specify the colors
for your page, most older browsers will ignore the HTML tags if they
can't figure out what to do with them. However, if you build your page
around Tables, then you have written off all the Lynx and Mosaic 1.x
users. They may be a small group, but they still exist. Remember, some
of the people who use Lynx do so because they are blind and need the
non-graphical interface to access the information.

Do you turn off the Toolbar and Location windows of your browser to
give yourself abigger page window? Do you then design helpful
frames with graphic logos in them to fit exactly within that page area?
Very clever. What happens when an ordinary Netscape user who has
the Toolbar and L ocation windows enabled accesses your site? This
user gets scroll bars on the frames containing your slightly too large
logos. The Web pages designed by people with 21" monitors are even
worse! Probably there are Netscape HTML optionsto scale the
graphicsto fit in the client frame, but you get the idea. Using advanced
formatting options well is not as simple as it looks.

Before you design, think about how your page will look on different
monitors. Exotic wallpaper and font colors are dangerous. On many
screens, such as my laptop, you lose contrast and can’t read the text.

For Techies

HTML list tagsare
frustrating. They aren’t
flexible enough to do
exactly what you want,
which is often atable or a
spreadsheet. Before you
post atricky list putting
<dt > tagsinside
<nenu> tags, check it
with Weblint.

References

YaHoO!
Search for:

br owsers,
ht M checkers
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Getting Text to Line Up in Columns

m &nbsp; is not an option (non-blank space)

keys that it modifies.

ot Dec Hex Control-key Control Action

The first 32 values are non-printing control characters, such as Refurs and Line feed. Tou
generate these characters on the keyboard by holding down the Control key while you strike
another key. For exarnple, Bell is walue 7, Control plus G, often shown in documents as ~G. -
Motice that 7 is 64 less than the value of G (71); the Control key subtracts 64 from the value of the

m Tables are one option, but <pre> is a portable alternative

ASCII-formatted text (you can use Tab and Return and Space to make
the “table” look whichever way you like, but | have converted most of
my Tab charactersinto Spaces, in order to make my pages easier to
convert to other formats, such as WinHelp).

<pre>
Cct Dec Hex Control -key <b>Cont r ol
NUL 0 0 0O "@ Nul I charact er
SOH 1 1 1 "A Start of heading
STX 2 2 2 "B Start of text
ETX 3 3 3 ~C End of text
ECT 4 4 4 "D End of transm ssion
ENQ 5 5 5 ~E Enquiry, goes with ACK
ACK 6 6 6 "F Acknow edge, clears ENQ
BEL 7 7 7 "G Bell, rings the bell
</ pre>

The Non-Blank Space (&nbsp; ) in HTML isintended only to bind
two words together into a single symbol that should not be broken apart
at the end of the line. For example: Snug&nbsp; Book. Using several
of theminarow isnot defined in HTML as away of spacing out text.
It may work in the odd browser, but failsin most.

Lo

NUL o o o "@ MNull character

S0OH 1 1 1 *a Start of heading, = console interrupt

STX 2 2 Z "B Start of text, maintensnce mode on HP console

ETX 3 3 3 *C End of text

EOT 4 4 4 D End of transmission, not the same as ETE

ENQ ) 5 5 “E Encuiry, goes with ACEK: old HP flow control

ACE & [ & *F Acknowledge, clears ENQ logon hang

EEL 7 7 TG Eell, ring=s the hell +

- +

=@ |Document Done =7 8
Instead of using Tables, | use the <pr e> tag to define an area of For Techies

How do you print an &
character on aWeb page,
or a < character, ora >
character? These are used
to start tags.

Use anamefor the
character: & amp; for &,
&It; for <and &gt; for >.
Note that these names are
case sensitive and must
end with asemicolon.

References

The Smug Book page on
the SO Latin characters
used by the Web has
several useful links.

http://ww. robelle.
com srmugbook/ i sol at
in htn
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Use Web Resources to Expand Your Scope

m Provide background by linking to tutorials and white-papers
m Create dynamic footnotes by linking to reference sources

Zlledl*] B

Three-Letter Acronyms (aka TLA)

If you can't find it here, wisit the World Wide Web Acronym Server. Or take a look at the Bvie
magazne awards for the twenty worst acronyms in the September, 1995 issue.

General Computer Acronyms

* ATSI = American MNational Standards Instiate
* BLOB = Binary Large Object
* CISC = Complex Instruction Set Computer, such as VAKX or original HF 3000

CRT = Cathode Eay Tube, generally any display terminal *
rl=a| |Document Daone | =3
9
In most documents you must aim at a specific audience such as For Techies
“experienced HP users.” In aWeb book you can make the material Collect feedback from

useful to a much wider audience by linking to other sites. If you assume | your readers by including
that the user knows how HP VUE works, highlight HP VUE and link to an e-mail button:
an HP VUE tutorial page (thereisone). If you can give an overview of

. . L ) . <a href=
TCP/IP, link to asite that explainsit in much greater detail. The options

"mai | t o: bob@i zno

are unlimited. _coni'>

<ing alt=
<h3>Three-Letter Acronyns (aka TLA) </ h3> Y La”?: ! ]gi f§r>c:
If you can't find it here, visit the <a href= </a>.
"http://curia.ucc.ielinfol/net/acronyns/acro.htm ">
Wrld Wde Wb Acronym Server</a> O take a | ook at o
t he <i >Byte</i> nagazi ne awards for the <a href= h
"http://ww. byte. com art/ 9509/ sec7/art 18. ht ni' >
twenty worst acronyns</a> in the Septenber, 1995 References
i ssue.

We have an exhaustive
list of HP 3000-related
Web sites, leading to

<a name="gener al "><h4>CGeneral Conputer
Acronyns</ h4></ a>

<menu> many resources:
<l'i ><b>ANSI </ b> = Anmerican National Standards Inst. http: // waw. robel | e.
<l i ><b>BLOB</ b> = Binary Large bject cont hp3000. ht

<l i ><b>Cl SC</ b> = Conpl ex I nstruction Set Conputer,
<i >such as VAX or original HP 3000</i>
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Weblint Can Check Your Web Pages

m $ weblint welcome.html

m welcome.html(36):
appear 1n <DIR|MENU]OLJUL> element.

= HTML Writer - [C:A\DATA\WEL COME.HTM]
=| File Edit Search HIML Options Window Help

) = ]0] BLI L] KRl

m Use Perl script to check HTML files against the standard

illegal context for <LI> - must

addition to other sitesthat provide their own HTML Validation
Service:

http://ww. uni press. com webl int/
http://ww. webt echs. conf htm -val -svc/

Weblint iswritten as a Perl script, which means you must have a copy
of Perl on your system. Although Perl isa UNIX tool, there are
versions of it for other platformsincluding Windows NT.

The name Perl stands for “ Practical Extraction and Reporting
Language.” It is an interpretive language that bridges the gap between
shell programming and C programming. Perl is often used to automate
system management tasks. Perl is catching on becauseitisasingle
consistent tool that works the same way on all platforms (and all flavors
of UNIX). It does everything that Sed and Awk do, but you don’t have
to worry about the variations from vendor to vendor. And, becauseit’s
asingle tool instead of a dozen slightly inconsistent piped tools, the
coded solutionsin Perl are easier to understand and run more
efficiently.

<a href="#comments">Comments</a>
<hr>
<h2 align=center==a name="news">Robelle News</a></h2> m
<ul>
<l®<a href="press-releasefallbase html">Suprtool now reads Allbase tablesl<fe
Find out more about this new add-on module to Suprtool. as well as
other major announcements. in our
<a href="press-releasefpress.html">press releases.<fa>
<img at=""** NEW! **** src="/gifinewliny.gif">
* < 10
[ | | [Ins | | 207.22PM
Weblint is atool to check one or more Web pages and find violations For Techies
of the HTML standard. Y ou can pick it up off the Net at: Other uses for Perl:
http://wwmv. khor os. unm edu/ st aff/ nei |l b/ webl i nt. htm « pre-process Web pages
to automate a consistent
There are al'so Web sites that will run Weblint against your pages, in style

* process Web forms
and return results to
users

» combine many Web
pagesinto asingle
HTML document

* search databases and
return matches

References

O’REILLY

Wall and Schartz.
Programming Perl. 1st
Ed. January 1991.
$29.95. “Authoritative
guide to the hottest new
UNIX utility inyears,
co-authored by its
creator, Larry Wall.”

10
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How Long Does Your Page Take to Load?

m Users may click Stop before they see your message.

@ Location: Ihttp:f'z’www.itg.netx’

Stop

=gl | Documert; Dane

=
11

When publishing along document on the Web, you must think about For Techies
breaking it into smaller pages. One to 10 kilobytes (KB) is a good size.
One Web page should be about the equivalent of one to three paper <body
pages. Once you' ve sorted out your page size, you must then take care backgr ound=
with the size of your graphics. tile.gif>
Thehtt p://ww. i t g. net page shown above has a 93KB file <center>
hand. gi fIZ a:d asmall t;]aclfg;ound f'”e|t ile.gif.Butithasno <img width=472
text or any links to any other information! hei ght =573
Small GIF or JPEG files of afew hundred bytes load quickly and once Sre=
cached by your browser, reload instantly. Theicon GIF filesin the ./ hand. gi f>
SMUG Book are about 200 bytes each. To copy a GIF from a Web site, </center>
look inthe HTML source to find the name, then Go To that name </ body>
combined with the site URL. Use Save Asto save the image on your
PC. In Netscape 2.0 you can use View-Document Info to find out the Ref
URLs of theimages and their size and format. elerences
If you have a very large graphic that might be of interest, you can O’RE"_LY
aways put asmall “thumbnail” copy of it on your page and link it to
the big file. Then if the user wants to see the graphic, he or she can Designing for the Web,

click on the thumbnail link.

These Web sites have useful icons and graphics for your Web pages:
http://ww. sct. gu. edu. au/ ~ant hony/ i cons/

http://ww2. ncsu. edu/ bae/ peopl e/ facul ty/ wal ker/
hotlist/icons. htn

Getting Sarted in a New
Medium. April 1996.
O'Reilly. “Incorporating
images into Web pages,
resolution and improving
efficiency, different
browsers and platforms.”

11
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Adjust Your Graphics for Speed and Impact

m Crop out a fragment

m Scale size down

m Convert to JPEG or GIF
m Reduce color palette

892 bytes. 32x32 JPG

13 kilobytes. 216x134 pixels JPG 256 color s

=
1,174 bytes. 56x56 JPG == E m

In this example, the original JPEG file used 13KB.

* | cropped the emblem out as a 56x56 file, reducing the sizeto 1,174
bytes.

* | scaled this back further to 32x32 pixels, which dropped thefile size
to 892 bytes.

* When | converted to GIF format, then reduced the color palette from
256 to 16 colors, | reduced the file again to 743 bytes. (Note: GWS
often aborts when reducing the color palette. | convert to GIF first, then
disable the “Quantize 15 bits’ option to get it to work!)

* A person who really knew something about graphics and drawing
programs could probably produce the same graphic in 200 bytes.

Most Web browsers can handle graphic filesin the GIF and JPEG
format, although some will accept other formats aswell. GIF isthe
most commonly used, but JPEG often produces a more compact file for
the same image. On DOS, JPEG files must have the. JPG extension.
On UNIX, the extension can be either . JPGor . JPEG, either upper or
lower case.

12
Y ou can reduce the size of the in-line graphic images on your Web For Techies
pages significantly with atool such as Graphic Work Shop (GWS) for
Windows. Demos are available on the Net at: Besides Graphic Work
. oo Shop, other useful
http://enoryj.jpl.nasa.gov/ftp/al cheny graphics tools that you

can probably find on the
Net include Lview,
NeoPaint, and
IconWorks. Microsoft
Paintbrush is useful for
fixing up your pixels.

References

YaHoO!
Search for:

sof tware graphics

12
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The User Can Disable Auto-load Images

Qa\l Support Information

m Can you tell whose page this is without the company logo GIF?
m al t="[ news]” gives alternate text -- important for link graphics

§

Qa\l Technical Assistance
‘ Qa\l Frequently Asleed Questions Q@b Files Index
Qﬁ\l Informational Bulletins

\g@] Techrical Bulletins Qw] Software Bulletins
Qa\l Support Lines

Technical Assistance -- Contact the AST On-Line Support Teaml!

=@l |Document Done

=27 13

Users with a slow modem connection to the Internet often disable auto-
load for graphical filesin their browser. This makes getting to the links
in the page much faster. Hopefully the user can still figure out what the
links mean without the graphical images.

HTML has an option in the<i ng> tag for this purpose: al t =. When
the graphic is not available, the browser showstheal t = text instead.
This eliminates the need for redundant text links after the graphic links.

<I M5 SRC="sui nfoba. gi f* ALT="Support Information">

Of coursethis AST Support page would work better if theal t = tag
said “AST Support Information” so you would know the company
name without the company logo.

For optional “mood” graphics which do not carry specific information,
you should put al t =**“ to stop some browsers from getting upset

about this missing graphic.

Because they cannot display the graphical image anyway, it gives them
an alternative to display, such as [ news] or[ sear ch], and
eliminates the need for atext-only version of the site.

The page shown above hasthisHTML code for the first graphic image:

Theal t = tagisalso very helpful to non-graphical browsers like Lynx.

For Techies

The page on thisdide
centers the graphics with
the <cent er > and

</ cent er > tagsaround
each <i ng> tag or pair
of <i ng>tags. The
dividing line is done with
<hr >. Graphicslinks use
<i ng> within<a>
anchor: <A HREF=
"fag. ht nf'> <I MG
SRC="faq.gif"
ALT="FAQ' ></ A>

References

If you prefer the pocket
encyclopediaview of the
SMUG Book, create a
bookmark for

http://ww. robell e.
com snugbook/ i ndex.
ht mi
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Don’t Put Everything in the Image Map

@ [CberFli]

The Company

CyberFlix Inc. is a privately-held interactive

entertainment company with studio and production Location: [Ftec/ /o eybercom?

facilities in Knoxville, T .The company

T+ emplere 30 pespls st its etfices at [+
Tor additional information please contact 6 E?B[HH H -
Cj‘yzjrl‘;:);:mii?bﬁoiﬁe.llﬂ'f; fax: 423.546.0866; The Company
e T
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Animage map is agraphical element on a\Web page that contains hot- For Techies
spot links hidden within it. Where you go depends upon what area of
the image you click on. One problem with the image map on your page HTML for aMap:
isthat your user loses interactive feedback. When you move the mouse _
X . <a href=
over aregular graphical link, the browser shows you the URL of the "http: [/ ww Xyz
link (unless you are using JAV A to scroll irritating text through the . com bi n/top">
status window at the bottom of the page). When you move the mouse ) _
around over an image map, all you get for feedback in the status area <It mg st ?:
are the current coordinates of the mouse. OE,', gl ;
al t="Menu
I do not use image maps but many sites do. However, the best sites also i smap>
provide alist of text links below the image map for those users who </ a>
have disabled auto-load of graphics.
Preparing an image map for inclusion on a Web page can be a daunting
task. Y ou have to select areas of the image and use the coordinates to
) . ) . . References
specify a hypertext link. This can be very tedious. The Map This!
freeware program from Molly Penguin Software is recommended by
many people, but | haven't tried it: VYaHoO!
http://gal adri el . ecaetc. ohio-state.edu/tc/m/
Search for:
i mage maps
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Publish a Book on the Web

Installing Your Pages

=| Reflection FTP - [Untitled) [-]-]
File Edit View Connection Script Options Help

m To copy your pages from a PC to a

. [EIE] (=588 ] [ElzElE] (o] mEl=] 2]
server use FTP or Reflection: Clom Server_doty s
= Use ASCII mode for HTML files I || —
m Reflection can transfer multiple files Moveriee 5305 meivomeo 115
(specify *. ht mor *. gi )
m Use the MPUT command in FTP o E E
m Neither changes filename extensions | [=+ e B

SLIST

Ftp>

158 Opening ASCII mode data connection for fbin/ls.
226 Transfer complete.

[ ASCI/Dvenwite
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Y ou should create a new directory for your book in the directory for
your Web site, such as/ usr/ | ocal / WAV srmugbook. Put al the
HTML and graphicsfilesinit; your book’s address will be

ht t p: / / ww. xxx. coml snugbook. To copy Web pages from a PC to
the server, you can use FTP (File Transfer Protocol) or the file transfer
in Reflection’s terminal emulator. Y ou must transfer HTML text files
in ASCII mode and graphic GIF/JPG files in Binary mode (aka
IMAGE mode in FTP). The Reflection FTP client works very well, or
you can download a Windows FTP client from the Net. | have used
CuteFTP and WS_FTP with success. Try the Windows 95 site or
Ultimate Winsocks site:

http://www. wi ndows95. com
http://ww.tucows.com

DOS and UNIX use different file extensions. DOS uses . HTMand
. JPG, while UNIX prefers. ht M and. j peg. Most browsers seem
to recognize UNIX files with the DOS extensions, but it istidier to
follow the UNIX conventions. Hereis a shell command from the UNIX
Power Tools book to rename from . ht mto. ht ml after you have
transferred your files:
%s -d *.htm| sed ‘s/\(.*\)\.htn$/mv & \1.htm’ | sh
Unfortunately, when | copied back to my PC using Win95 Reflection,
it retained the UNIX names in the long-filename directory and created
names likewel com~1. ht m for DOS, making al my intra-book links
useless and making it difficult to run any 16-bit tools on the collection
of Web pages as a whole. So perhaps the DOS extensions are better!

For Techies

Toingtal your own home
page on a system running
aWeb server, create the
public_htm directory
inyour home directory.
Now copy your Web page
fileto wel cone. ht
inthat directory. If bob is
your username at x.com,
your URL will be:

http://ww. x. com ~bob

References

O’REILLY

UNIX Power Tools.
March 1993. O’ Rellly.
CD-ROM included.
“Tips, tricks, concepts,
and freeware.” Best book
for learning shell spells.
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Publish a Book on the Web

Convert Web Pages into a Single WinHelp

File Edit Bookmark Help

LContents | Search Back History

®%] «]»] :

Chapter 3: UNIX Tips for HP Users

m Provide a single file to download
m Convert HTML to WinHelp

m Connect WinHelp to browser for
external Web links

m Package as an auto-install EXE

"open system” that is available on many platforms. Although there are two

& YWhat |5 HP-LIX?
& YWho ls This Guy O'Reilly?

main flavors of UM and many slightly different versions, it is true that a

& Bourne, C, Korn and Conch Shells
® Cross-Reference of UMNEX and MPE Commands

® How to Search Files

® For Help, Consult the man pages
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For most users, the Internet is not fast enough or convenient enough for | £or Techies
information that they access often. When they find a Web reference
that would be useful every day, they want a copy of their own: either a When you create many

printed copy or alocal copy on their PC. They could save or print every
page individually, but what they really want is asingle file they can
download.

We chose the WinHelp format for the SMUG Book. This maintains
most of the web-like qualities of the pages, such as links and fonts and
graphics, but now combines them into a single file. We found
HTMhelp from HyperAct to convert a group of related Web pages into
asingle WinHelp file. Point HTMhelp at the starting point

(wel conme. ht m ) of the book, provide a name and title for the
WinHelp file, and click Convert. It finds all the linked pages on the
local system, aswell as the graphics files, and merges them together,
going through an RTF fileto aWinHelp file:

http://ww. hyperact.com hcatall. htm

HyperAct has another product, WWHelp, which works with HTMhelp
to make the external Web linksin your WinHelp file alive. When you
click on an external link, it activates your browser and passes the URL
toit for retrieval. Without WWHelp, clicking on an external link causes
a message window to pop up showing the URL. A third HyperAct
product, HLPDK allows usto convert the WinHelp fileinto an RTF
filefor MS Word, so that we can print the SMUG Book too.

To turn the WinHelp file into an auto-install file, we used Setup Pro
from Eschalon Development: htt p: // www. eschal on. conf

inter-linked Web pages,
userelative links, not
absolute. <a href =
“uni x. ht nl 7 > works
when you move the files
around, while<a href =
“http://ww.robelle
. com snugbook/ uni x.
ht m ” > doesnot. If you
put al thefilesin the
same directory, it isalso
easier to convert to
WinHelp.

References

YaHoO!
Search for:

htm converters
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Publish a Book on the Web

Summary: How to Publish a Web Book

Provide the book as a single file
Use a consistent, well-mapped page design
Expand your audience by linking to other sites

Degrade gracefully to less powerful browsers
Download and buy a few good tools to help you

[ol[E2][s][«][»]

Break the book into small “pages” for speed when uploading

Go easy on the big graphics until everyone has a T1 line
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To assist search engines to better index your site, put <nmet a> tagsin
the <head>. Here are some from Robell€' s welcome page.

<META NAME=" Keywor ds" Cont ent ="HP3000, HP 3000,

Hew ett Packard, MPE, HP9000, HP 9000, HP- UX,
Conputer Software, HP, encycl opedi a, snugbook, snug,
Qedit, editor, full-screen, Suprtool, database,
utility, sort, fast ">

<META NAME="Descri pti on" Cont ent ="Robel | e Sol utions
Technol ogy I nc. main WNWV honepage" >

<META HTTP- EQUI V="keywor ds" Cont ent =" HP3000" >

Now that you have your Web book done, you have to let people know
about it. Since you can’t go on atalk show tour (or could you?), you
need to promote the site on the Net itself.

Submit the URL of your book to the search engines, such as Y ahoo,
Lycos, Infoseek, Alta Vista, etc. After adelay of days to weeks, they
will index your pages and make the information available to searchers.

Send e-mail announcements to your friends, relatives, co-workers, and
the related web-sites that you linked to in your book.

* Post a short announcement to relevant news groups.
« Post a short announcement to relevant mailing lists.

Now, sit back and enjoy the kudos for all your hard work.

For Techies

Add a search engineto
your Web site for
automated indexing. We
use excite but there are
many more.

http://ww. excite.com

References

YaHoO!

Search for:

i nternet announce
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